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THE LANCET... 





OLLEGE OF SUR- 
IN pase: 


G] ) 


We have this w week withheld 


the ‘Surgical ‘Lectates; for the 






of” ‘presenting the 
profession with a copy'of the 


‘CuARTER of the abdve Col- 
fexe, ‘which ‘at’ the present 
‘dsl in many points of view, 
is ‘an’ imy rtant ‘document, and 


wilt 1 be read by every ‘surgeon 


‘with peculiar attention.’ All, 


will be ‘anxious t to discover, whe- 
‘ther it ‘contains any clause, or 
. affords a any ground for the crea- 


‘tion of that bye-law by the- 


‘Court of Examiners, which we 
published i in our ‘last, and which’ 
‘has excited throughout the pro- 
‘fession generally, an universal 
feeling of dingust. For our 
qwi parts, ‘we are inclined 
to question the legality of 
the charter ‘itself; “and we 
‘thine Highty probable that it 

i wteiind ly prove, in point 
of law, utterly | futile and pow- 

‘it fo,” the bye-laws | , 
‘on ‘this Charter ae 
ly inert with its parent, 


Ly “cannot, legally. speaking, 


rice 


"Sig 


enee to t 


be etiforeed against.. those indi- 
viduals who may have. the spirit 
.to’ infringe them. , However, 
whether the .Charter .of. the 
College: be legal or not, some- 
thing must now be done by 
Surgical. practitioners, to extri- 
cate ‘hemselves .from that dis- 
grace which will inevitahly 
be attached. tp. them,_if-they 
any longer yield a;tacit gbedi- 
infamous Jaya dately 
promulgated by that College 
of which they have the. misfor- 
tune to be members.. We. have 
applied the term infamops ,to 
the bye laws generally—an 
epithet which unguestionably 


ought,not to be used, unless the 


circumstances which ‘called, it 
forth were of. a marked charac- 
ter, and could not be misunder- 
stood. If each law ‘cannot be 
thus stigmatized, sorely ‘all will 
agree: that ‘one may; at least, 
and that to which we ‘more 
ey allude is the fol- 
lowmg — 


“And that all Certificates 0 
etendone at aig om ane- 


theory 





oa 2 actice Pree and 
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of the Performance of dissections, 
be mot received by the Court 
‘except from the appointed Pro- 
fessors of Anatomy and Surgery 
in the Universitics of Dublin, 
. Edinburgh,-Glasgow, and Aber- 
deen, or from persons teaching 
in a School,acknowledged by the 
Medical Establishment of: one 
of the recognized Hospitals, or 
- from persons being Physicians 
or Surgeons to any of those Hos- 
pitals.” 
Now if this mandate, regula- 
’ tion, bye-law, or whatever other 
name the College please to call 
it, be not alike infamous, cruel, 
’ tyrannous, and ignorant, we 
know not what either ever was 
* or can be: yet this bye-law has 
emanated from the Court of Ex- 
aminers of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London, and that 
Court composed of the follow- 
ing Gentlemen: 


WILuiam Norris, 

Sir Davin DunpDas, 
THOMPSON ForRSTER, 
Sir Everarp Home, 
Sir Luprorp Harvey, 
Sir Witt1aM Biizarp, 
WILtiaM Lynn, 


and we grieve to be compelled to 
add the hitherto respected names 
’ of HENRY Cine, JoHN ABER- 
‘NETH Y,and Sir AsTLEYCOOPER. 
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From the acrimonious feeling 
displayed by Mr. ABERNETHY 
in his Physiological Lectures, 
towards tke “continental phy- 
siologists,” the ‘“‘ bands of mo- 
dern sceptics” at home; and 
from his having obstructed the 
paths of science on that occa- 
sion by illiberal national allu- 
sions, we are not much surprised 
at seeing his name attached to 
a law of the above description- 
But that the names of CLINE 
and Cooper should be there 
mingled with it, does. surprise 
us more than we can express ; 
and nothing less than a distinct 
and open declaration, on the 
part of those gentlemen, that 
they did support the measure— 
that it was sanctioned by them 
— can make us believe so pre- 
posterous an anomaly. 

As to the other Examiners, 
nothing that they can do will as- 
tonish us, except it be a mani- 
festation of liberal and gentle- 
manly feeling towards their 
brother practitioners. 

However, as the law has been 
enacted by the Examiners, and 
as the Charter upon which that . 
law is founded, may prove a 
legal, valid instrument, in virtue 
of which the College may plead, 
and be impleaded, the question 
for consideration with the pro- 
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fession is, what steps are to be | that surgeons will no longer 


taken -to annul the obnoxious 
measure: to this we reply, that 
an immediate meeting of Sur- 
geons should be held for 
the purpose of presenting a pe- 
tition to Parliament, praying 
for a new Charter; and like- 
wise praying that the bye-laws, 
which have’ been passed, found- 
ed on the present Charter 
may be cancelled. The pro- 
fession should likewise :peti- 
tion that the Coancil, Cura- 
tors, and Examiners of the Col- 
lége be elected to their respec- 
tive offices by the MEMBERS, £0 
that each member may have a 
voice in the election of those 
persons who are to regulate the 
proceedings of that College, in 
the prosperity of which he must 
feel a personal as well as nati- 
onal interest. If the Examiners 
of the College had been thus 
elected, we feel confident they 
never would have attacked 
private property—they never 
would have outraged common 
sense-—never would-have been 
guilty of such injustice to their 
fellow lecturers—never would 
have offered such an insult to 
the surgical profession, and to 
society in general, as they have 
‘done in the instance before us. 
—We>* confidently anticipate 


quietly acquiesce in the abroga- 
tion of their rights, but will 
now spiritedly advance and de- 
fend their privileges against the 
tyrannous encroachment of this 
Hydra College. _ 

If practitioners on this occa- 
sion do but resolve on those de- 
cisive measures their duty impe- 
ratively calls upon them to adopt, 
and promptly petition the Legis- 
lature, it will be impossible that 
the Examiners of the College 
can maintain their ground, for 
they will necessarily be come 
pelled to submit, either to some 
legal enactment, or to the equal- 
ly potent influence of public in- 
dignation. 

For our own parts, while the 
lately enacted bye-law conti- 
nues to exist, we will never 
cease to denounce it as tyran- 
nous, infamous, and cruel: and 
on all occasions we will point 
out the promoters of it, as men 
who are opposed to the best in- 
terests of society—who have 
attempted, wantonly, to confis- 
eate private property ; and, who 
have attempted to throw insupe- 
rable obstacles in the already , 
intricate paths of science. Such 
men ought not to continue in 
power; and we. hope .to see 
| them speedily removed from 

K2. 
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that official eminence to which 
they have improperly, and un- 
fortunately for society, been 
raised. 

Whatever is to be done by 
practitioners to get rid of this 
odious regulation must be done 
quickly, and we hope to see, 
in a very few days, a Meeting 
of the Profession announced, 
having for its chairman some 
member of the College, whose 
name will give consequence 
afd importance to the pro- 
ceedings. 


—_—— 


THE CHARTER OF THE ROYAL 
CULLEGE OF SURGEONS IN 
LONDON. 


George the Third, by the grace of 
God; of Great Britain, Franee, and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, 
&e. To all to whom these presents 
shall come, Whereas our royal prede- 
cessor, King Edward IV. by certain 
letters patent, under the great seai of 
Engiand, bearing date the 24th day of 
Fobruary, in the jitst year of his reign, 
did, at the supplication of the Freemen 
of the: Mystery of Barbers of the city 
of; London, using the wystery or fa- 
eifity of surgery, grat to them, among 
other things, that the said mystery, and 
all the men of the same mystery of the 
said city, should be une body and per- 
petual communily, and that two prin- 
cipals of the same commonalty, of the 
mgst expert.men in the mypsiery of 
surgery, might, with the assent of 
iwelve, or eight pe sons at the least, of 
the same community, every year elect 
aud make out of the community, two 
masters, or governors, being ‘he most 
expert in’ the mystery of surgery, to 
oversee, rule, and govern, the mystery 
and commonaity aforesaid. 

d whereas by an Act of Parliament 
inide and passed in the 33nd year ofthe 
late’ King |Heary ‘VILE; entitied for 
Barbers and Surgeons, after reciting, 
that. withinahe city of Lendon, there 
were theg two several and distinct. 
cdimpasies-of surgcons, occupying and 

fre. 
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exercising the vy A of onery, one 

company called the Barbers of London, 

and the other company called the, 
Surgeons of London. It was thereby 

enacted, that the said two seyeral and . 
distinct companies of surgeons should 
from thenceforth be united, and made 

one cntire agd whole body corporate, 

and one. commonalty perpetual, which 

at all times thereafter should be called 

by the name of the Masters or-Goyer- ' 
nors of the Mystery and Commonalty 

of the Barbers and Surgeons of Lon- 

don ; and by the same name to implead 

and be impleaded before all manner of ' 
Justices, in all Courts, and in all mau- 

ner of suils. 

And whercas in and by certain let- 
ters patent, under the great seal of 
England, bearing date the 15th day of 
August, in the fifth year of the plan 
of kis late Majesty, King Charles I. 
reciting, that the men of the, same 
companies enjoyed divers liberties and 
franchises within the city of London, 
the suburbs-and liberties thereof, by 
virtue of divers Acts of Parliament, 
and divers cherters, and letters patent, 
his said Majesty did grant and confirm 
unto the said Masters and Governors 
of the mystery and commonalty afore- 
said, ond Abstr successors, al] and sin- 
gular the manors, messuages, lands, 
tenements, customs, liberties, franchi- 
Ses, immupities, jurisdictions, and he- 
reditaments, whatsoever, | -which the 
men of the said companies then held, 
used and enjoyed, by any lawful means 
or title whatsoever: and his said late, . 
Majesty did thereby give power to the | 
said corporation, to make annual - 
elections of Masters or Governors of * 
the said commonalty, whereef two to 
be professors in the art and science of 
surgery ;. and also to elect and consti. > 
tute ten of the freemen of the said 
society to be examiners of sargeonsin 
London. 

And whereas by an Act of Parlia- 
ment, made and passed in the isth year 
of the reign of our late royal grand- 
father, Kiog George LU. intitled “ an 
Act tor making the surgeons of London 
and the Barbers of London, two se- 
parate and distinct corperations,” It 
was enacted, that the said untorand 
incospcration of the Barbers._and 
Surgeons of London, made an@ effect- 
ed by‘the aforesaid Act of the sand 
year of King Henry VIII. should, from 
and afler, the 24th dayof June 2745, 
be dissylved and declared void and of 
no “flect ; ‘and that stich of the inem- 2 
bers of the said united company. who, 
were tréémen of the'said company, and »? 
edmitted and approved surgegns, with- 
in-therules of tug said compar y; did 


‘ 

















MAY I, 1824. 


their successors, should, from thence- 
forth, be made, and they were thereby 
made and constituted, a separate and 
distinct body corporate and common- 
alty perpetual, whick at all times there- 
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Justices, in all Courts, and jn all man- 
ner of actions and suits; and shall bo 
at all times and for ever hereafter per- 
sons able and capable in Law to take 


| purchase, possess, hold and enjoy, an 


after were to be called by the name of | 


Master, Governors, and Commonalty 
ef the art and science of Surgeons of 
London, and by the same name might 
implead and be impleaded, before all 
manuer of Justices, in all Courts, and 
io all manner of actions and suits, and 
take to them and their successors, 
lands, tenements; rents, or heredita- 
ments, not exceeding the yearly value 
of 2001. in the whole. 

And whereas we are informed that 
the said Corporation of Master, Go- 
vernors, aad Commonalty of the Art 
and Science of Surgeons of London, 
hath become and now is dissolved: 
And whereas it is of great conse- 
quence to the commonweal of this 
kingdom, that the art and science of 
surgery should be duly promoted: And 
whereas it apvears to us, that the es- 
tablishment of a College of Surgeons 
will be expedient fur the due promo- 
tion and encouragement of the study 
and practice of the said art and 
Science, now we, of our special grace 
and mere motion, and at the humble 
petition of James Earle, Esq. the late 
master, and divers other members of 
the aforesaid late corporation of sur- 
geons; have willed, ordained, con- 
stituted, declared, given and granted, 
and by these presents, for us, our 
heirs, and successors, do will, ordain, 
constitute and declare, give and grant 
unto the aforesaid James Earle, and 
unto all the members of the said late 
company or eurporaiion of master, go- 
vernors, and commonalty of the art 
and science of surgeons of London 
having been admitied and seerere 
surgeons, within the rules of the said 
company ; and also unto all such per- 
sons, a upon, or since, the disso- 
lution of tae said corporation, shall 
have obtained letters testimonial, un- 
der aseal purporting to be the seal of 
the said late dissulved corporation, 
authorizing them to practise the art 
and.scieace of surgery ; that they, from 
henceforth for ever he er, shall 
be and remain by virtue of these pre- 
sents, one body corporate and politic ; 
by the name of Tus Rovat Coiece 
or Surceons. in. Lonpen, and by the 
same name shall and may lave. perpe- 
tual suceession, and a common seal ; 
with power to break, alter, and make 
anew, the said seal. from time to time, 
at their, willand pleasure ; aod by the 
same game shall and may implead, and 
be. implealed, before all manner of 


“ wil . 


shall and may take, apy ares) 
hold and enjoy, a Hall or Couneil- 
house, with its appurtenances,  si- 


| tuate within the Cities of London or 





Westminster; or within one mile of 
either of them, for the use and pur- 
poses of the said College; and also any 
other lands, tenements, rents, and he- 
reditaments wheresoeéver situate, lying 
and being; not exceeding tagether 
with the aforesaid hall or council4 
house, and its appurtenances, ‘the 
yearly vaiue of one thousand pounds 
in the whole; without incurring any 
of the penalties in any statue of mort- 
main, or any thing, in any statute 
of mortmain, to the vontrary notwith- 
standing. 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that nothing in these presents 
shall be construed to give the corpo- 
ration of the City of London any power 
or jurisdiction over the said College 
hereby established end incorporated ; 
and that no person, by virtue of these 
our letters patent, constituted or or- 
dained, or herealler to be admitted a 
member of the said college, shall be 
thereby entitled to any franchise be- 
longing to the Freemen of the City of 
London. 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, and we do hereby, so far as we 
lawfully can or mey, grant and ordain, 
that the said Royal College of Sur- 
geons hereby incorporated, shall and 
may exercise and enjoy all and sin- 
gular other the gifts, grants, liberties, 
privileges and immunities, possessions, 
real and personal, whatsoever and 
wheresoever, herein before-mentioned, 
or by any Act or Acts of Parliament 
or by any letters patent, of our Royal 
Predecessurs, Kings and Queens of 
England; given, granted, and con- 
firmed unto, or otherwise Jawfully ac- 
quired by, and belonging tothe said 
late Master, Governors, and Com- 
monalty of the Art and Science of Sur- 
geons ; or any of them, and not hereby 
altered, takcn away, changed, or 
abridged, made void, or annulled.* 


* The privileges which the Members of the 
Corporation obtained at different times, from 
the first incerporatien of the body by a Char- 
ter, in the reign of King Edward IV. were, 
Liberty to ise- Surgery, to the exclasion 
of unqualified persons; and the exemption, 
which were granted 
offices of Watch and Ware; from Juri 
Inquests ; and the hearing of armour. 


were granted, at different ods, b 
of the 24th of February, Pe Bayard IV, ; ath. 
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And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that the College of Surgeons 
hereby established, shall be liable to, 
and shall perform, such duties as the 
late dissolved Comporatios of Surgeons 
was at any time heretofore liable to, 
and did perform, by virtue ef an act 
made in the 25th year of the reign of 
our Royal Grandfather, King George 
IL., intitied, “An act for the better 
preventing the horrid crime of mur- 


And further we will, that the said 
College shall, and by these presents 
they are required to purchase or pro- 
xide a prener room, house, or build- 
ing, with suitable conveniences, with- 
in four hundred yards, at the farthest, 
from the usual piace of exeeution for 
the County of Middlesex, or the City 
of London, and. the Suburbs thereof ; 
for the purpose of more conveniently 
dissecting and anatomizing the bodies 
of such mu.derers as shail at any time 
hereafler be delivered to them by vir- 
tue of the last mentioned act. 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that it shall and may be lawful, 
to and. for the said College, hereby es- 
tablished and incorporated, from time 
to time in the manner hereinafter men- 
tioned, to elect, choose and appoint, 
twenty-one persons to be the court of 
assistants of the said College : of which 
court of assistants ten persons shall at 
all times be constituted and appointed 
examiners of surgeons fur the said 
College ; and of such ten persons one 


of December, 15th Henry VII. ; 12th of March, 
3d Henry VILL ; 3ist of Januwry, 2d James 1. ; 
and [5th of August. Sth Charles I.; and by 
Acts of Parliament, of the Sth and 32d Henry 
VILE. and 18th George 11. 

But as all these rights and exemptions were 
fally confirmed and establishsd by the Act of 
the 18th George II. ; it is thought unnecessary 
to enumerate any of the earlier authorities ; 
and that it will be safficient to state, that by 
the Act of 18th George II. it was enacted, 
“ That the Company of Surgeons, made and 
incorporated by that Act, and their successers, 
and all such who then had Been, or thereafter 
should be examined and approved, pursuant 
to the rules of the said Company, should be 
entitled to practise freely, and without restraint, 
the Art dnd Science of Sergery, throughoat 
all and every bis Majesty’s dominions, any Law 
or custom to the eontfary notwithstanding.’ — 
“ And it was farther enacted, that all and every 
the freemen of the said corporation, and who 
had been, or thereafter should be examined 
and appraved, pursuant ty the rules and or- 
ders of the said Company, and every of 
them, for so long time as, they should use and 
exercise the Art or Science of Surgery, and no 
lounger, Should and might, at all times there- 
after, be freed and exempted from the several 

of constable, scav T, overseer of the 
poor, and all other pari ward, and leet 


offices ; end of and from the bej pat into, or 


serving wpon, any Jury or Inquest.” 
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shall be Principal Master, am4 two 
others shall be Governors; te be re- 
spectively qualified and admitted | in 
such manner, and to continue in the 
said oflices respectively, for such lime 
or times as by these our letters patent 
is hereinafter ordered and appointed. 
And it shall and may be lawful for 
the Master and Governors of the said 
College, or for one of them, together 
with len or more of the Members of 
the said court of assistants for the time 
being, when and as often as to any one 
of the Master or Governors shall seem 
meet, to hold courts and assemblies, in 
order to treat and consult about, and 
conceraing, the rule, order, state, and 
government of the said College. And 
also that it shall and may be lawful to 
and for the said Master and Goyer- 
nors, and court of assistants so as- 
sembled, or the major part of them, to 
make, ordain, confirm, annul, or re- 
voke, from time to time, such bye- 
laws, ordivances, rules, and constitu- 
tions as to them shall seem requisite 
and convenient, for the regulation, 
government, and advantage ef the 
said College: so as such bye-laws, 
ordinances, rules and constitutions 
be not contrary to law; and in 
all such cases as shall be necessary, be 
examined, approved of, and allowed, 
as by the laws and statutes of this 
realm is provided and required; aod 
also to transact and ordain all such 
other matters and things as the Mas- 
ter, Governors and court ofassistants, 
of the late disso}ved Company or Cor- 
poration, of the Master, Governors, 
and Commonalty of the Art and Sci- 
ence-of Surgeons of London, might 
heretofore lawfully de, transact, or 
ordain.” 

And further we will, that Chatleg 
Hawkins, esq. one of our principal 
serjeant surgeons, shail be and he is 
hereby constituted and appointed. the 
first Master of the said College of Sur- 
geons: and that William ng and 
George Chandler, Esquires, shall be 
and they are hereby constituted and 
appointed, the first Governors of the 
same: And that the said Charles Haw. 
kins, William Long, «and George 
Chandler, together with Joseph War- 
ner, William Lueas, Samuel Howard 
and William Cooper, Esquires, the 
said James .Earle, Thomas Keate 
Esquire, the Surgeon General té our 
Forces, and Charles Blicke, sq. 
Shall be, and they are hereby consti- 
tuted and appointed, the ‘fir t examin- 
ers of Surgeons for the said College. 
‘And also that the said Charles Haw- 
kins, William Long, Charles Chandler, 
and Joseph Warner, Jonathan Wathen, 
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Esquire ; the said William Lucas, Sa- 
muel Howard, William Cooper, James 
Earle, and Charles Biicke, Thompson 
Forster, Esquire, John Birch, Esq. 
the said Thomas Keate, John Heavi- 
side, John Howard, William Blizard 
and Henry Cline, Esquires, David 
Dundas, Esquire, the other of our 
princi Serjeant Surgeons; and 
such three other persons as shall be 
elected to that office on the day where- 
on the court of assistants of the said 
College, bereby incorporated; shall 
first meet, after the date of these our 
letters patent, or at a court of assist- 
ants to be holden within one month 
then next after ; shall be and they are 
hereby constituted the first court of 
assistants of the said Coliege of Sur- 
i hereby incorporated and estab- 
shed. 


And it is our further will, that the 
said master and Governors shall re- 
Spectively hold and enjoy their said 
offices of Master and Governors from 
henceforth until the first Thursday in 
July next after the day of the date of 
these presents ; and from thenceforth 
until a new election of a Master and 
Governors of the said Corporation 
shall take place, as is hereinafler ex- 
pressed. 

And we also will, that the said per- 
sons, so before named and constituted 
examiners of surgeons of the said col- 
lege, and their successors in that 
office, duly ch > inated, or 
spporsted, and that the said persons 
so before named and constituted as- 
sistants of the said college, established 
by these our letters patent, and their 
successors in that ofice, duly chosen, 
nominated or appointed, shali respec- 
tively hold and enjoy their said oflices 
during ‘their natural lives, or until 
they shall ba lawfully removed out 
of the said offices fur any reasonable 
causey 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that the two principal serjeant 
surgeous to us,and to our heirs and 
successors, and the surgeon general to 
our forces, and to the forces of our 
heirs and successors, if they or any of 
them, at the times of their appornt- 
ments respectively, shall aot be mem- 
bers of the courts of assistants and ex- 
aminers of the said college, shall be 
from time to time admitted members 
the said court of assistants, and also 
examiners of the said college hereby 
incorporated, when and so soon as 
any vacancy shall happen, from time 
to time, after the appointment of every 
such serjeant surgeon, or surgeon ge~ 
neral respectively, in preference to all 
otber persons. 
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And further it is our will and_plea- 
sure, that the masters and governors 
of the said college, hereby incorpora- 
ted and established, or one of m 
together with the assistants of the said 
college, hereby nominated, or the ma- 
jor part of them, shall, within thirty 
days next after the date of these our 
letters patent, meet at such place at 
which the persons, members of the 
said late corporation, shall have usu- 
ally held their meetings, for the space 
of six months next before the day of 
the date of these presents, or at such 
other place within the cities of London 
or Westminster, or within one mile of 
either of those cities, as the master or 
governors, or ee | two of them, hereby 
constituted, shall in that behalf, by 
notice to be a given and pub- 
lished in the ndon Gazette, four- 
teen days nemern. Soe day of bolding 
suchjmeeting for tha! purpose, appoint; 
ont tall then and there hold a pan 
of assistants, for carrying into effect 
these our letters patent; and at such 
court the said master and governors. 
examiners and assistants,or such of 
them as shall be then present, shall 
administer unto each other respect~- 
ively, and each of them shall take the 
respective oaths following, that is to 
say, the said master and governors 
shall take the foliowing oath :—“ You 
do swear that, according to the best of 
your skill and knowledge, you will dis- 
charge the several trusts and powers 
vested in you as master (or governor, 
as the case may be) of the Royal Col- 
lege of Surgeons in London; and that 
you will diligently maintain the honor 
and welfare of the said college ; and in 
all things, which shell in any sort con- 
cern your office, you will act faithfully 
and ponestla, without favour or affec- 
tion, prejudice or partiality, to any 
person or persons whomsoever.—So 
help you God.” ; 

And that each of such examiners 
and assistants shal! take the following 
oath, that is to say :—“ You do swear, 
that so long as you shall remain in the 
office of examiner (or assistant as the 
case may be) of the Royal College of 
Surgeons in London, you will diligent- 
ly maintain the honor and welfare of 
the said coliege ; and in all things re~ 
lating to your office, and with all man- 
ner of persons, act equally end im- 
partially, according to the best of your 
skill and knowledge.—So help you 
God ” 


And no person hereby appointed, or 
hereafter to be elected master, gover- 
nor, examiner, or assistant of the said 
college, hereby established and incor- 


porated, shall proceed to aot jn the ex- 








ecution of suchfoffice, until he and 
’ have en the respective 

ith and oaths herein before-mentigqn - 
ed, which shafl' be ‘duly administered 


to them. respectively, at, a court of as- 
sistants to’be ‘holden in pursuance of 


these our fetters patent. 
-And we further will, that the master, 
rae and assistants, for the time 
of the said’ college, hereby made 
and established, shall, upon the first 
Thursday in. the month of July next 
after the date of these our letters pa- 
tent, or within one month then after, 
and upon the first Thursday in July, 
in’ every succeeding year, or within 
one month then er, meet in ‘the 
place which shal! from time to time be 
used, or appointed to be used as their 
hall‘or council-house, or as near to 
such, hall or courcil-house as cpnve- 
niently may be; “and then and there 
elect, chuse, and appoint out of the 
examiners, by the majority of votes of 
such of the court of assistants as shall 
be then present, one person to be 
principal master, and two other per- 
sons to be governors of the said col- 
lege, for the then succeeding year ; 
and then and there also, in like man- 
her, chuse and appoint one or more of 
our principal ‘serjeant surgeons, or 
the surgron-géneral of our forces, if 
not ajready an examiner or examiners 
of surgeons of the said college ;° or 
otherwise shall chuse and appoint out 
of their own body, some other person 
or persons, to be examiner or exami- 
uers Of surgeons for ‘the same college, 
in the place and Stead of such exami- 
ner or examiners &$ shall have ‘hap- 
ned to die, or have been -removed 
om the said office of examiner in the 
then next preceding year, unless such 
vacancies in ‘the office of mister or 
governor, and in'that court, stal' have 
Bion brevionnly filled wp within the 
then preceding year, which it’ shall be 
lawful for the said court of assistants 
to do, dt any special court to be held 
for that burpuse. And also in like 
nner 6 and appoint, ‘out of’ the 
™m erly A fined said college established 
‘hese presents, some person or - 
ins to be of the Court of, Assidtants of 
Ale said College, in the ey of such 
person or ons who slrall have hap- 
berg fond die'in or have been removed 
i the‘said office of one of the eourt 
“Of ‘assistants ‘in the then next prece- 
ding year; unleSs such’ vaéancies in 
‘that court shall bave (been previously 
filled ue within the then preceding 
Year; which’ it shall be lawful ‘for tne 
Bee ‘Court of ’ Assistants to do, at 
‘ spéetial court to be: held for’ that 
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d it is our. will and pleas 
nitnageier, or.one of the c 


that 
ide by > 
togetlier with ‘ten ‘assistants “at 

least, shall he atall times sufficient to 


constitute a Court of Assistants for the 
purpose of suth. elections, or for the 
purpose of transacting i other, busi- 
ness belongipg to the sa urt, But 
no Court of ‘Assistants shall be holden 
for the fpesial arpose of electing any 
person to. be Master, Governor, Ex- 
aminer, or Assistant ; without seven 
days grevious notice to be ‘given. for 
that pu , by summons to hie mem- 
bers bf the Court of Assistants for the 
time being. 
And farthermore it is our wil) and 
gleesure, that if at any time or times 
éreafter, it shall happen that ne 
Master and both the Governors of the 
said college hereby éstablished, shall 
die, or become incapable of acting be- 
fore the election of a@ new master and 
overnors, according to the provisions 
erein before contained, that’ then 
and in‘every such case, it sha and 
may be lawful for the senior mem 
of the Court of Assistants, who shall 
be capable of attending, to su n, to 
convene, and holda Court of Assist- 
ants, ‘which shall be held a3 sdon‘as 
may be next after the death or incapa- 
city of the Jast of such of th go tie 
said Master and ‘Governors, Who Shall 
be so dead or incapable of weting and 
that at’ such Court, a Master and Qo- 
vernors of the said college’ shati-be 
elected for the remaindér of the thea 
current year ; ‘and ‘that it shalfand 
may be lawful for the ‘senior, assistant 
of the said college who Shall’be then 
proscar, to ‘preside’ at and liold such 
ourt, dnd to administer fo'the new 
Master'and Governors,’ who ‘shall be 
then and there’ elected, tbe oath 
appointed to’ be takeii by the Mius- 
ter and Governors of the said Col- 
lege ad ‘aforesaid, ‘any thing herein 
contained to the contrary thereof not- 
withstanding; Aiid-in' casé Tt shall so 
happen’ that on’ the day ited for 
the ordinary’ election of' 
Governors for the ensuing’ year, ‘the 
Master and both the Governors ‘shall 
be dead, ‘or incapable of attending, the 
senior member of the Court of Assist- 
ants, ‘who shall be ent at the Court 
of AWistarits ‘to 
pose of such election; shall ide at, 
and hold such Court, and administer 
to the new Master dod Governors, 
who shall then and there’ be’ elected, 
the oath appointed ‘to be taken by tho 
Master atid Goverhors of the Said col- 
lege as aforesaid, any thing hefein' ton- 
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that the persons who shall assemble at 
theday and appointed for any 
Court of As — to h. holden in 
pu ce of these our letters patent, 
Shall ~ 4 capable of holding such 
Court, by reason of the absence of any 
a Fe members of the Court whose 
presence shall be required for that 
purpose, it shall be lawful for the se- 
nior member present to adjourn such 
Court toa future day, provided that 
no such ‘adjournment shall’ be made 
until after the expiration of one hour, 
at the least, frem the hour appointed 
for holding such Court. 

Aad it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that after the day of the date of 
these preseuts, no person except those 
who before the day of the date of these 

resents.were Members of the late 

Orporatiou of Surgéuns, established 
by the said act, made ahd passed in the 
eighteenth year of the reign of our 
Royal Grandfather, King George IL. ; 
and also excepting suc rsons as 
shall have received such letters testi- 
monials as aforessid, under a seal pur- 
porting to be the seal of the late dis- 
solved Company or Corporation of 
Surgeons, sliall be capable of becoming 
a Member of the said College hereby 
established, unless he* shall bave ob-- 
tamed letters testimonial! of his quali- 
fication to practise the art and science 
of-surgery, under the common seal of 
the college: hereby established ;~but 
every person who shall hereafter ob- 
tain such. letters testimonial, under 
thé common seal of the college afore- 
said, sbali thereby, by virtue of such 
letters testimonial, become and be 
constituted a member of the said col- 
lege,. subject to all the rogmetions, 
provisions, and bye-laws of the said 
college. 

And it is‘our further’will and plea- 
sure, that from and after such day on 
which the court of assistants of the 
eollege hereby established shail first 
meet, in the manner _before-men- 
tioned, the. Examiners of the College 
of surgeons hereby established, shall 
and they are hereby required from 
time te, time, upon, request to them 
m by the commander-in-chief of 
our forces, and by the Lord High Ad- 
miral or Commissioners for executing 
the oftice of Lord High Admiral, or 
any other oflicer of us, our lieirs or 
suécessors, properly authorised to ex- 
amine every person who shall be a 
cafididate to be appointed to serve as 
& surgeon er assistant surgeon in any 
regiment, troop, company, hospita!, 
or ison of soldiers, in. the service 
of vés, our heirs of successbrs, 
OF tO. SOEVO;aS & S¥EZOOR OF our sHOR!S ; 
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mate, appointed on board any ship or 
ships in the service of ovirselves, or 
heirs and successors, or any other 
service in which, we, our heirs, or 
successors, shall think tit to employ an 
person to actin avy such capacilies,an 
shall aceept and reeeive for each such 
examination, from the persons so ex~- 
amined respectively, such fee or re~ 
ward as shail from time to time be. al- 
lowed by such officer or officers of us, 
our heirs and successors, as shall he 
authorised to require such examina- 
tions, to be had respectively, and no 
wore; and shail also in like manber 
examiine all surgeons’ instruments to 
be used in our seryice, which they 
shall be required in like: manner to 
examine, and shali return such in- 
struments, when examined, to such 
person or persons as shall be point; 
ed to receive the same, with suc 
eertilicate, in such fourm, and proper! 
sealed up, or otherwise authenticate 
in sach manner as the officer or offi- 
cers, from time to time, to be appoint - 
ed by us for such purposes, shall re- 
quire ; ‘and taking for the same. ex- 
amination such fee or reward as shail 
be allowed from time to time by such 
our officer or officers respectively, and 
no more. 

Provided always, that the fees or re- 
wards from time to time to be appoint- 
ed as aforesaid, for the examination of 
any such person or instruments as 
aforesaid, shall not be less than the 
fees or rewards heretofore paid for the 
like examinations respectively, * 

And further we will that no court or 
courts for the examination of any per 
son or persons touching their skill in 
surgery, shall ever be held but in the 
presénce of the master or one of the 
governors, and five of the members, at 
least, of the court of examiners of the 
said college, hereby established and 
incorporated as aforesaid. 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that the members of the said late 
corporation, and such other persot 
who, sincé the’ dissolution hereof. 
shall have obtained such letters testi- 
monial under a seal ing to be 
the seal of the late dissolved 
or corporation as aforesaid; and who 
shall be willing to become and be mem- 
bers of the said college hereby estab- 
lished and incorporated, shall testi 
thetr acceptance of these our letters 
patent, and their consent to 
meinbers of the said coilege, by signi- 
fying such their acceptance and con- 
sent in writing to the court of assist- 
ants, within six calendar monthsafter 


the date of these our letters patent 
who 


Shall, cause suck aeveptasse aad 
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consent to be entered in certain books | 
to be kept for that purpose, at the hall 
or council-house of the said college ; 
and the said Court of Assistants are | 
hereby required to keep such books, 
and have such entries made therein 
accordingly. x 

And it is our further will and plea- 
sure, that such and so many of the 
members of the said late corporation, 
and of such persons as shall have ob- 
tained such letters testimonial as afore- 
said, as shall not,within the time afore- 
said, signify in manner aforcsaid, their 
acceptance of these our letters patent, 
shall not be deemed or be members of 
the said college, unless they shail be 
duly admitted to be members thereof 
by the said Court of Assistants, upon 
special application made to them for 
that per. 

Provided always, that if any of such 
persons shali happen to be beyond the 
seas at the date of these our letters 
patent, it shall be lawful for such per- 
sons respectively to signily their ac- 
ceptance thereol, in manner aforesaid, 
within six calendar months alter 
they shall return respectively to this 
Kingdom. 

Nevertheless it is our will and plea- 
sure, that the Master, Governors, and 
Assistants, of the college hereby esta- 
blished, and herein before specially 
named and appointed, shall and may 
procéed to hold a court for the pur- 
pose of carrying these our letters pa- 
tent into execution, as aforesaid, with- 
out having testified their assent to, 
and acceptance of, such /etters patent, 
by any Writing, or by any entry to be 
made in manner aforesaid. 

Witness his Majesty, at Westmins- 
ter, the 22nd day of March, in the 
fortieth year of his reign. 

BY WRIT OF PRIVY SEAL, 
WILMOT. 





De la Moette Eprniere et de ses Ma- 
LADLES, Ouvrage couronne par la 
Societe Rovate de Mepgcine de 








Marseitxe, dans sa seance publique 
du 23 Oetobre 1823. Par C. P. Olli- 
vier Docteur en Medicine, &c. Paris | 
1824. Svo. 

Treatise on the Spinal Marrow and its 
Diseases, to which the prize was ad- | 
judged by the Royal Society of Meci- | 
cine, of Marseilles, at a public meet- 
ing held on the 23d of October, 1823. 
By ©. P. Ovirvier, Doctor of Medi- 
cine; &c. Paris, 1824. 8vo. 


No one who has. paid the 


least attention to the state of 
medical science in Europe, dur- 
ing the few last years can fail 
of being struck at the unwearied 
exertions which our continental 
neighbours have been making 
towards its improvement. To 
enumerate the individuals who 
have been thus usefully engaged 
would be to mention a long list 
of names, many of which are 
familiar to our readers; or to 
recapitulate the improvements 
which they have effected in the 
different branches of medicine, 
would occupy a far larger space 
than we could at present spare - 
suffice it to say, that from the 
manner in which their exertions 
are directed, they must ultimate- 
ly tend to promote the great 
object for which medicine as a 
science exists—the discovery of 
means by which disease may 
with certainty be relieved. To 
arrive at any thing like certain- 
ty in the practice of medicine, 
we must first possess a clear 
conception of the nature of the 
diseases we meet with, and this 
can only be obtained by close 
attention to the symptoms which 
disease presents in its different 
stages—minute observation of 
the appearances which are to be 
found after death, then (these 
being accurately recorded) by 
careful. comparison of the one 





otl 
the 


OL 
thr 
con 





ie, 
ar 


nis 
se 
ch 
nt 


8 2 


by 
ne 





may l, 


with the other, and persevering 


efforts to trace the connexion 
between them. Medicine can 
be advanced but by these means, 
by close observation on the one 
hand of the effects of disease, 
and reflection on the other to 
discover its causes. It is gra- 
tifying to perceive that this 
mode of studying disease is be- 
coming general, that a new era 


has arisen in the history of me- | 





| 


| 


spinal marrow ; in the second, 
its functions ; and in the third, 
its diseases: to this last part he 
has devoted the greatest portion 
of the book, the other two be- 
ing passed over in a more cur- 
sory manner. We shall briefly 
notice the functions of the spi- 
nal marrow, but shall dwell 
more at large on the pathologi- 
cal part of the volume. 

The spinal cord is fortunately 


dicine, mainly brought about by | so situated as. to allow: of direct 
the zeal and industry of the) "experiments being made on it; 


French. They are continually 
sending forth to the world new 
facts, which tend to throw 
fresh light on pathology; and 
a work on medicine is valued 
by them just in proportion to 
the number of cases which are 
brought forward to elucidate 
the particular disease treated of, 
a circumstance that accounts for 
the numerons interesting cases 
generally to be found in their 
medical publicatians. 

The volume before us treats of 
the affections of the spinal cord, 
which, though not so frequent 
in their occurrence as many 
others, are still important in 
their consequences, and have 
been too much overlooked. M. 
OLLIVIER’s work is divided into 
three parts ; in the first, he has 
considered the anatomy of the 





by the experiments of different 
individuals several of its proper- 
ties are already wel! ascertained ; 
by those of Mr. C. Bext *, and 
M. Macenpie we know that 
motion, or the power of motion, 
resides in the anterior, and sen- 
sation or the power of sensation in 
the posterior roots or filaments 
of the spinal nerves, and that 
they usually lose both these 
powers when separated from the 
spinal marrow. We have fre- 
quent opportunities of witness- 
ing the effects of injury of this 
organ on the human body, how 
paralysis of the parts below 
the injury takes place, and in- 
stantaneous death is the result 

* We are that some of 
the exportancetset ld HARLES Beit 
have been re-tried ted pubiished to 
the world by others without the slight- 


est acknowledgment ofthe genius of 
the individual who first. suggested 
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when the mischief is done to 
the upper portion of the cord; 
thus we see that it exercises an 
influence on motion, sensation, 
and all the important functions 
of life. The influence of the 
spinal marrow on the heart’s 
action, is not so direct and me- 
diate as on respiration, which 
has been proved by the experi- 
ments of Wilson* and Clifte. 
M. OttIvier speaking of res- 
piration says :— 

“ This function (respiration) is en- 
tirely dependant at least in the mam- 
miferous animals, on the spinal mar- 
row ; so close a dependance is expiain- 
ed -by the connexion which exists 
between the nerves supplying the 
organs of respiration, and this organ 
from which they arise. If the origin 
of the eighth pair of nerves is removed 
from an-avima! belonging to this class, 
he immediately dies, although all the 
other nerves. connected with respira. 
tion, remain entire. In the same 
mauner do persons generally die, who 
receiveinjuries on the cervical portion 
of the spinal cord: the closer the sest 
of the mischief is to the origin of this 
pair of nerves, the more rapidly do 
they expire.’’ p. 64. 

M.O. notices the opinion of 
Mr. Bropige on the develope- 
ment of caloric in the animal 
economy, published in the PAi- 
losophical Transactions for 1811, 
where that surgeon states that 
he conceives the brain to be the 
principal agent of this pheno- 
menon. Mr. Bropie’s experi- 
ments have’ been repeated by 
M Cuossat,t who seems to 

* PhMosoplicdl Transactions, 1815, 

edu systéme ner veux.sur la 
= anjmale, Dissert. Iaung. Paris. 
520, : 


have come to a different conclu- 
sion, and says that the brain 
alone is not concerned in the 
production of the animal heat ; 
nor does Mr. Bropte assert that 
it is, he thinks it to be the chief, 
but not the sole agent in its 
production. M,CHossat’s ex- 
periments on the spinal cord are 
interesting, and clearly show» 
that it has considerable infuence 
on the animal heat; he has ob- 





served that when divided just 
below the occiput (artificial 
‘respiration being kept up), as 
well as between the second, 
third and seventh cervical, and 
first dorsal vertebra, diminution 
| of the animal heat takes place 
| to the same degree as has been 
| produced by injuries of the 
| brain; he alsodivided the spinal 
| marrow on several dogs, be- 
| tween each vertebra, begin- 
| ning from the first dorsal, and 
the heat diminished more gra- 


in proportion as the division was 
performed low down. Having 
thus stated the connexion be- 
tween the spinal marrow and 
the mest important ‘functions 
of the body, in order that the 
symptoms attending its dis- 
eases may be the better un- 
derstoed, we shall proceed to 
consider the various affections 
to which this organ is liable. 
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The effects of injury of the 
spimal cord were not unknown 
to the ancients, and GALEN 
more particularly has described 
them with considerable accu- 
racy; the information we pos- 
sess respecting them is nearly 
in statu quo as when that phi- 
losophéer wrote. But since bis 
time our xnowledge of the dis- 
eases of the spinal cord has 
been improved, and several cu- 
rious instances of malforma- 
tion of this organ have been re- 
corded ; to these last M 
OLLIVIER also directs the at- 
tention of his readers, being un- 
willing to overlook any of the 
changes which the spinal mar- 
row. undergoe . 

M. O, classes the affections of 
this ongan.under ten heads, each 
of whieh is considered in a dis- 
tinct section ; they are 1. Mat- 
FORMATION ; 2. WASTING or 
Atropny; 3. Wounps and 
ConTusIons ; 4. COMPRESSION ; 
5. Concussion, of the Sprnar 
Marrow; 6. Errusions into 
the VERTEBRAL CANAL ; 7. IN- 
FLAMMATION of the. ARACH- 
Noip CoyEerRiNnG of the Corp; 
8. INFLAMMATION of the CorD 
itself; 9. Morgip TissvEs de- 
veloped in the SprnaL Marrow 
or its MEMBRANES; and lastly, 


The. Disk4sgs depending, ac- 
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cording to some authors, on'the 
ALTERATIONS which _ take 
place in this OrnGan and its 
CovERINGS. 
tion of these affections we shall 
follow the arrangement of M. 
OLLIVIER. 

Cuap. 1.—The imperfections 
in the formation of the spinal 
marrow are various, the most 
extraordinary of whiich is that 


In the considera- 


where its organization is not 
developed, and the organ is 
wanting altogether. MORGAGNI 
has collected several cases of 
this kindin his work on the 
Seat and Causes of WDiscase, 
(Epist xii.) and in the writings 
of other continental authors si- 
milar ones may be found. But 
this singular phenomenon. has 
been always observed in com- 
pany with another no less euri- 
ous, and that is the absence of 
the brain. M.O. speaking of 


this circumstance, says .— 


“It appears that the absence of the 
spinal marrow always inyolves that of 
the brain; for the for mer has never been 
observed to be wanting when the lat- 
ter was present, whilst numerous in- 
stances bave occurred of persons with- 
out the brain having had the spinal 
marrow. This <diflercnce isa conse- 
quence of the manner in which the two 
organs are developed.” p. 84. 


A foetus arrived at its full 
time without the cerebrum, cere- 
bellum, and spinal marrow, but 
in other respects, well formed, 
and which lived two hours, i 
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was presented to the Academy 
in 1711, by Fauve. In 1712, 
the case of another foetus with 
the organization equally defec- 
tive, which lived twenty-one 
hours, and took some nourish- 
ment, was related to the Aca- 
demy by Merey. M. OLtiviER, 
unable to explain how life can 
be maintained without these im- 
portant organs, thinks that the 
absence of the spinal marrow 
is only apparent and not real, 
although he himself cites a case 
from MorcGaAcni, from which 
there can be no doubt as to the 
non-existence of both the brain 
and the cord. MorGAGNI says, 
that Van-Horne dissected in 
the year 1665, a seven months’ 
foetus, in which there was no 
cranial cavity, so that the head 
was one solid osseous mass, nor 
the slightest trace of cerebrum, 
cerebellum, or spinal marrow ; 
in fact, there was no opening 
through the vertebrae. In some 
of the cases, however, on record, 
and more particulaily in one 
minutely examined by M. 
LALLEMAND, an account of 
which he gives in his inaugural 
thesis*, a yellow fluid enclosed 
by membranous coverings, has 
been. found occupying the verte- 


* Observations Pathologiques pro- 
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bral canal, and from this M. O. 
draws the following general 
conclusion :-— 


“ Itis certain that thespinal marrow 
may be observed to be entirely wanting, 
but this defect is only apparent. The 
form and consistence of the marrow 
are not there, it is true ; but the yellow 
viscid fluid, which supplies the place 
of the medullary substance is nothing 
e'se but this very substance in its ele- 
mentary state. It isto this liquid, and 
the. completeness of the membranous 
canal in which it is enclosed that wé 
must attribute the cause of the move- 
ments, which are of the usual force, 
in the buman foetus, born to all appear 
ance without the cerebro-spinal sys- 
tem. This Suid performs the functions 
of the spinal marrow till the covering 
which encloses it is broken, whether 
that be before or during delivery.” 
—page 93. 


Besides this defect in the de- 
velopement of the spinal mar- 
row, there are several others 
occasionally met with, an irre- 
gular formation of the upper 
part of the cord (when it exists) 
in those instances where the 
foetus is born without the brain 
or head altogether; a division 
of the marrow into halves; va- 
rieties in its length aud breadth 
and cavities existing in it. 
These three last mentioned al- 
terations in this organ are not 
unfrequently produced by an af- 
fection called CONGENITAL 
Drorsy of the Corp, water 
existing between the cord and 
its coverings from bitth, which 
on this account will be con- 
sidered at present. Those who 
have had opportunities of exam- 


‘ining the spinal -cértl iret have 
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often. found water in this situa- | some cases are on record where . 
tion in the adult ; it is therefore | the skin has formed no part of , 
not at all a rare occurrence. | the covering. The chemical 
But when this complaint exists composition of the fluid is simi- 
from birth it is characterized by ‘lar to that found in hydrence- 
a swelling in one or more points | phalic persons. The children 
in the direction of the spine, or | born with this affection are for 
perhaps throughout its whole | the most part alive, but few 
extent, a symptom seldom pre- | survive any considerable time ; 
sent in the adult; and this is their death is slow or quick in 
owing to the different states of | proportion to the developement 
the vertebre in the two periods | of the tumour. Some_ have, 
of life, at which the affection | however, lived beyond twenty, 
oceurs.. The fullowing is M. | and we believe that there is a 
OLLIVIER’s description of the | woman in Londan, at present 
form and situation of the swel- | with this affection twenty-one 
ling in congenital dropsy of years of age. Various modes of 








the cord. 


“The form of the tumour on the 
spine is sometimes round,and at others 
oval ; in some cases it ir large at the 
base, in others on the contrary nar- 
row, and then is of a pyriform shape. 
In fine, when the spine is bifid through 
all its length: it, oe a longitudinal 
pfojection more or less prominent, of 
which Brptoo and Varsatva have 
each given an instance. In breadth it | 
varies fromthe size of asmati nut to 
that of both fists joined together. The 
tumour is occasionally transparent, 
but generally opaque ; the skin is not 
altered in colour ; it is situated on the 
loins, more frequently than in the dor- 
sal region, and often in both at the 
same time. It-is rarely situated in the 





! 
neck, unless the cranium be in the | 
same condition as the spine. It has | 
been very seldom observed on the 
sacrum, though there are afew exam- 
ples of its being seen in this situation.” | 
—page 122 


The water is as we observed | 
b2fore, situated between the | 
cord and its membranes, and in | 
addition to these last it is co- 


yered also by the skin, although 





treatment have been recom- 
|mended, such as opening the 
tumour, its removal by a liga- 
ture when the base is narrow, 
the remedies usually used to ex- 
cite the absorbents, and also re- 
peated punctures by a needle, 
so as to evacuate the water gra- 
dually; but the result of these 
means is generally unsuccessful, 
and when this complaint is com- 
bined with hydrencephalusx (as 
it frequently is) the treatment 
must be directed towards it, but 


| the danger is greatly increased. 


Cu. Il. Atrophy or Wasting 
of the Spinal Marrow is the 
next subject to be considered. 


| This state of the organ has been 


found in persons, who for a long” 
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time before death laboured under 
hemiplegia; in some cases a 
marked diminution in size has 
been observed of the whole of 
the lateral half corresponding 
to the side affected. Morca- 
GNI relates an instance that fell 
under the notice of SaLzMANN, 
who saw the spinal marrow ofa 
man that had been affected with 
paralysis of the lower extremi- 
ties, entirely wasted in the upper 
lambar vertebre, so that a great 
part of the Inmbar nerves was 
affected in the same manner. 
M: O. thinks that he has found 
the spinal marrow in old per- 
sons much shrunk, and then 
asks, may not the weakness of 
the. movements in old age be 
aecounted* for by this cireum- 
stance? This'does not strike us 
aS“ very philosophic explana- 
tion of the debility accompany- 
ifg: advanced years; for even 
admitting the fact that the cord 
is ‘diminished in old persons, 
there still remains to be proved 
whether it takes place prior or 
subsequently to the weakness 
whichi is felt, and’ the wasting 
of the other parts of the body. 
Atrophy ‘of the spinal marrow 
may be occasioned by displace- 
melt of the vertebree. 

1M. 0. says “ when a curve of the 


US ecicbre, W' Day Barve. tbat be 





gradually kept up as the curve 
Ceeseseen. will pradnee a Joss of- 
medullary substance correspon 


it; so that the coverings poly.af the. 


cord keep up acommunication between 


the points above and below the. part 
compressed. At first this deviation in 
the course of the spine merely 

duces a change in the form of the mar- 
row without a diminution of its 


size.”—p. 140 

Ca. Il. and [V. Wounds, 
Contusions, and Compression of 
the spinal matrow. Wounds 
of the cord are either produced 
by some sharp-pointed instru- 
ment, or by the vertebre them- 
selves in cases of fracture and 
dislocation, but seldom from the 
first cause. We shall give a 
case or two in which the cord 
has been injured, so that onr 
readers may be able to see the 
symptoms which were present. 
We shall first notice the follow- 
ing interesting casé mentioned 


by M. Olfivier, bat taken from” 


M: Petit’s* work on diseases of 
the bones ; --- 
The only son of a mechanic, 


between six and seven’ years’ 
of age, went into the shop of’ 


one of his neighbours, who, in 
playing. with the little boy, 
lifted him from the ground ‘by’ 


passing one hand underthe chin ,. 


and the other on the lover and 
back part of the head. £ carcely 
had he raised the child’ from 
the ground, but it kicked vio- 
ony, dinate. thy eid 
Maladies derus, tam Lp. sl - 
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andl ‘instantly’ died’ The father 
me in at” the very moment’ of 
the accident, and transported 
with rage, threw at his neigh- 
bour a sharp-pointed ‘instrument | * 
that he held in his hand, and 
which wounded hint in’ the 
back of the neck; it' entered 
the space between the first and 
sécond vertebrae of the néck, 
and caused his’ death within a 
few minutes of the child’s; and 
by thé samé méans; viz. injury 
to the spinal marrow.” 
Case of Dislocation of the Sirth Carvi- 
eal Vertebra‘on the seventh ; contu- 


sion and compression of the Spinal 
Marrow. 
F5On the loth of December, reat, 
Peter Jalet, tat 27 years, of a san- 
ces temperantent and strong ‘con- 
tion! was carrying asack of Jour 
ich‘ rested against his head ‘=e 
sbbaldees | 3:en exriving atithe granary 
he be oat dowa and leaned bimself > 
ward to .¢ase -himseif of his load ; 


whch was this s sack caught his bead 
in-in the region of the 
ite ee , = brought f the Hotel Dien 
lete paralysis o he lower, rtial 
pesaliele orene ener extremition. ‘The 
patient could still feebly move his 
ight feeli hen. th te 
en the in 
pe! bes domadn and chest sorky? 
ing in Sate aes abs. anda ing pain 
othé showers; paral ysis the. 
respiration: rather 
free, hut was, gal perro by the. 
dtaphragm, 
Acute pain in 
Tee Bade ofthe n UE withoat eu appa- 
pulsc quick a’ 


ye bey tat the a 
which : ws immediately folldwed iy a 
under! the: bliaving: .cireumstanees : 
when tire skin was ‘pinched ; and 
had at 
that he felt, an iteb- 
b — a ~ rectum ; retention. ~ the 
, as the etés of the chest 
uick and siroog akin a holy fel " 
ved rom rom tl the Cates 30 aa aes, 
Puibote. was 








1924. 145! 
tisene given bin. bag ae Pm 
the aren by ‘by leeches and the reat et og 


tion of ter were twe | 
ounces of castor oi! were administered. 
lpm Sac g by aniay 
worse, high fev 

JERSE ae 
a 1 

ical WHEE all (he tppoarteces pe 
yo he 


Examination of the Body. Heed — 
Brain and. its ope ben 
Spine. — Rapture pf of é was Hines 
which unite the sixth 
vical vertebra, the body of the sixth | 
was eo ah that of te sents but 
were Q ver 2 
above and Reise tions ; The The substance’ 
of the spinal marrow inthis. pai 


violently eontused and  diasdresbined, 


but its cev: vested 
was a cood deal oft extravanate blood 


under the 

Thorax. eB were re deep omen 
colour and beavy, oa being - divided @ - 
quantity of dari “y iquid bieod oozed . 
oat, there were about four ounces of 


dark c red fluid, in the. 
ys ao } memrane of 


fomen.—The internal 
the. bladder was red without any tf 
ening, and contained some 
urine. The other visera were a 
page 165. 


The symptoms eres 
juries of the cord yary according 
to their seat, and the danger 
is increased as the mischief done 
approximates the upper part of 
the neck, or rather death is 
more speedy, for most ‘of these 
cases, particularly when the i in-. 
jury isin ‘the upper half, terminate. 
fatally. 


5 


We haye related an, 
instance of instantaneous death 
being produced by: a wound of 
the spinal, cord, between the” 
Atlas and Dentata, which is. 
the usual result when it is in- 
jured in this ‘part. vs the’ 
mischief i is s between the 5 en sécond, 


7 
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difficulty of speech, deglutition 
and respiration, and paralysis of 
the upper extremities are ob- 
served, nor are any of these cir- 
cumstances difficult of explana- 
tion, when we for a moment 
reflect on the origin of the 
nerves supplying the parts af 

fected. When the injury is be- 
low the point from which the 
nerves going to form the axil- 
lary plexus arise, the upper ex- 
tremities are unimpaired, whilst 
the lower suffer.—Of respira- 
tion we have before spoken, it 
is generally affected even when 
the mischief occurs below the 
origin of the nerves supplying 
the diaphragm, which M. Du- 
PUYTREN attributes to the in- 
flammation extending from the 
seat of the injury to them. The 
bladder is usually paralysed, and 
the penis erect, which last 
symptom Mr. O. explains by the 
concussion that the cerebellum 
often suffers in these accidents. 
In some cases the faeces pass off 
involuntarily, whilst in others 
they do not. By the symptoms 
present, the particular part in- 
jured may in general be known 
with a tolerable degree of cer- 
tainty, though somé few cases 
of injury of the cord, not pre- 
senting. the appearances we 
have indicated have been re- 


~ 
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corded. 


The antiphlogistie 
plan of treatment is for the most 
part adopted in these injuries, 
more with a view to afford tem- 


porary than permanent relief; 
the urine requires to be drawn 
off once or twice a day. Mr. 
H. Curve thought that when 
the spinal marrow was the re- 
sult of fracture, with depression 
of the arches of one or more 
vertebr, the patient might be 
relieved on the cause of the com- 
pression being removed; with 
this view he suggested that in 
those cases where the nature of 
the accident was evident the 
portions of depressed bone 
should be raised. The opera- 
tion was performed in 1814, by 
Mr. H. Cirne himself at St. 
Thomas’s Hospital, but without 
success, and in 1822, by Mr.. 
TYRRELL, with a similar result 
— it has failed in the only two 
cares in which it has been 
tried, but we hope that future 
attempts will be crowned with 
better success ; two failures cer- 
tainly are not sufficient to decide 
against the performance of an 
operation, at once so rational in 
its conception—simple in its in- 
vention—not difficult of execu- 
tion—nor painful to the patient. 
The operation throws a lustre 


on the memory of its original 
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proposer, because it gives a pa- 
tient the chance of relief under 
circumstances. when all other 
means aré found unavailing. 
The following account of the 
ease, which fell under Mr. 
TYRRELL’s care, M. OLLIVIER 
obtained from M. Georc1, who 
was present at the operation :— 


' “On the 17th of October, 1822, a 
porter, thirty years of age, of a strong 
constitution, was brought to St. Tho- 
mas’s Hospital, having received a fall 
on bis back whilst carrying a heavy 
- Re gery art of the hy was 
y anda ture wit pres- 
tion of — a —, _——o was 
iscovered ; e cause of the paraple- 
Ra being evident, M. M. Goce 
aavers, Gaeen, and Tym@nexe gave 
it as their opinion, that the depressed 
pertioa of bone should be raised. The 
operation was performed on the same 
day by Mr. Tymretz in the presence 
of Mr. Travers, Mr. Gaeen, and a 
large concourse of students. 
“ The patient was placed flaton a 
table covered with pillows, so as to 
e the prominent. An inci- 
sion about four inches.in length, was 
made directly on the spines of the four 
Jast dorsal vertebrx. Tne muscles 
being disseeted from both sides to the 
same extent, and separated from the 
— of - v4 and tenth a. 
me, a circu trephine was applie 
on that of the last, which was enn’ 
at to be raised. A chain- 
saw was then applied between the 
spinous pfocesses: of the ninth and 
tenth vertebra, and that of the latter 
was sawed off at its , so that the 
finger could be introduced between 
the sides of the 'vertebr, which were 
then: removed by Hey’s saw. The 
arch of the ninth vertebra was ascer- 
sained to be depressed like the others, 
and was immedialely-sawn off in the 
same mapuer as the former, The 
spioal marrow, — in its cover- 
ings, was then ex tothe extent of 


about three inches. The dilatation aad 
contraetion of this organ were so plain 
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“A few hours. after the operation, 
the patient distinctly felt when he was. 
pinched, which was for the first. time 
since the accident ; but the powers of 
motion never ret feeling 
was only of momentary continuast®, 

feces 


A few days afterwards, pass- 
ed off invotuntaril her with the 
urine, which was y. At fast the 


patient expired, twelve days from tho 
es after having shewed signs 
of very acute inflammation of the pe- 
ritoneum and intestines. On exami- 
ning the — the ritoneum was 
found inflamed, as well as several parts, 
of the mucous membrune of the intes- 
tines which were of a deep vielet co- 
lour; the parietes of the abdomen 
were thickened. The portion of the 
dura matral covering of the spinal 
marrow, which had been jaid bare in 
the operation, was of a blackisb co- 
lour, similar to that observed im parts 
threatened wilh gangrene. ‘ 

“ No other examination of the spinal 
marrow was made, because il was pre- 
served for the museum. It is to be 
regretted that this consideration 
should have prevented Mr. Tymrex 
from ascertaining what alteration the 
spinal marrow had undergone; the pre- 
paration and the ver umn 
may bear testimony, it is true, to. tho 
performance of a bold operation ; but 
undoubtedly it would have been more 
for the interests of scienee, to know 
how far this ration was to. re- 
medy an injury, the effects of which 
are pearly always fatal.*—P. 324 


We are extremely sorry that 
there should have been any 
ground for the last observation, 
although we are obliged to econ- 
cur in its truth. Museums ate 
interesting objects of inspection, 
and afford a rich feast to the 
scientific visitor ; but they 
should be enriched only whea 
it can be done without the sa- 
erifice of a greater advantage 
than the one to be gained. We 
trust that this gentle rebake 
will not be without iss good 
effects. 





Cn. V.—Contussion of the 
Spinal Marrow is attended with 
nearly the same syiaptoms as 
thétwo foregoing affections, but 
its termination is generally more 
successful. It is produced by 
falls or jumping, and requires 
active treatment ia order to sub- 
due the inflammation excited in 
the injured part. The recovery 
is often very long and tedious. 

Cu, VI.—Effusion into the 
vertebral canal is often disco- 
vered on examination after 
death ; but the symptoms which 
it presents are not sufficient to 
enable one to decide with cer- 
tainty during the life of the pa- 
tient, that. it has taken place. 
The Suid effused may consist of 
blood, or of serum either pure, 
or mixed. with blood or pus ; 
aad js situated sometimes exte- 
rier to the dura mater, at others 
between it and the arachnoid 
membrane, or between the tu- 
niea, arachnoides and pia mater, 
and lastly. in the substance of 
the marrow itself, Effusion in 
these situations is often connec- 
ted with, effusion into the brain, 
or betaveen. its membranes. The 
causes.of this affection are rup- 
ture of the vessels from external 
vigleuce, or any other circum- 
stanee; and an increased action 
of the vessels of the part, No 
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particular plan of treatment has, 
been recommended, in this dis- 
ease, beeause its. presence dur- 
ing life eannot with certainty 
be ascertained. When the effu- 
sion is so considerable as to, 
cause compression, the symp-- 
toms will be the same as those , 
we have mentioned above; when - 
it is slight, absorption is very 
likely to take place. M. Ouxt- 
VIER quotes the following in- 
teresting case, to shew how the 
medullary substance may be ab- 
sorbed in the length of the spi- 
nel marrow, and pure serum 
filling the whole cavity of the 
pia-mater be substituted in its 
place. The case fell under the 
care'of M. Rw Lirer, and was 
published in the middle of last 
year by M. Macenote, in his 
Journal de Physiologie. It has 
appeared in some of the journals 
of this country, but we should 
be ashamed for such a paltry 
reason as this, to be guilty of 
the wilfal suppression of useful 
information from .many, who 
might, by such condact, be de- 
prived of it altogether. 


CM. Leis vi. wt. sont nanan 
very nervous temperament an 
imagination, had from tis oe 
_— rate Sere -d good health (at 
there’ a slight 
Joviaties ofthe spinal column ch 
aused vation of the 'r 


with women ron till aboul thirty-four whe , 
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he began to feel a little uneasiness in | of breathing and dauger of suffoeation, 
the movements of his arms, and soonal- | which harrassed tbe patient. night aud 
ter pain andsumbuess, came on in that | day. ' holt 
pus where the deviation of the verte- | - ‘The contracted parts preserved their 
ral column existed. Thisindisposition | sensibility ;.the hunds-ceased to be of 
at first oreurring only ailerlong inter- | use because they were motionless ; hut 
vals atone, catesee made rap,d pro- | like the rest of the body were sensible 
ress, and the patient lost, 2s it were at | to all the changes of temperature, 
onee, tke use of his arms; this was | the slightest touch. All quick or 
ow the 2istof January, 1815: be fell | continued({riction of the parts affe 
down hy accident with his face on the produced pain. ‘The moral and sntel- 
ground, and: remained in this position | lectual facultics remained entire, The 
without: being able to make any use of | patient had cough yee oxgentraties 
his.arms.in, attempting. te rise, until | for afew months before M, Ru!lier was 
some one came to his assistance, His | called to him; the matter was ropy, 
hands {rem this time were stiff, and | white, and in external, appoarance 
bent, involuntarily contracted, and | exaetly like cream, but. was. with difli- 
were'so twisted that the peims of the | culty expectorated; he also had hec- 
hands were turned uowards aud outl- | tictiyer, He experienced intulersble 
wards. ‘The swelling formed by the | pain when he lay on the back, Diges- 
spine became painiel and gradually | lion was impaired, aocowpanied with 
increased: ‘The shoulders, especially | flatalency and pain in the stomach. 
the right, were raised, and the bead } Bowels obstinately costive, and the 
was sunk between them. ‘The patient | patient could not void hie frees, but 
could pot, io walking, coutroul the | with repeated efforts and considerable 
motions of his anus, which obeyed | pain. The urine scanty and, turbid 
those of the t.unk. Blisters, cauteries | was passed with.ease. Such were, the 
and moxas applied in. the course of | symploms which this patient presented 
the spine, and particularly in, the | till his death, which took place on. the 
neighbourhood of the-sweiliug afford- | 3ist of October, after along and pain- 
edino relief ; and a. similar resuit at- | ful illness, 
tended: ‘numerous other means, both | EXAMINATION OF THE BODY THIRTY 
external and internal, which were NOURS AFTER DEATH. 
tried for seven successive years. Eaternal Appearances.—Complete 
With the exception of the upper | emaciation; upper extremities. firmly 
limbs, the others: possessed their vo- | and olasely approximated to, the body, 
luntary motions, and the patient walk- | and twisted inwards; legs and feet, a 
ed about. © arms Were completely | little mdematous ; slightourve. of \the 
stiff, and firmly eontnactes, often pain- | spine, ip the upper: haif of: the: dorsal 
ful, and always very uneasy, they were | portion, which, projected, posteriorly, 
turned towards the sides from which | and. to the right,,and elevated, the 
they could not be separated at any | corresponding shoulder. : ‘ 
great distance without considerable ‘Head.-Brain firm, very, healthy, 
exertion. The fore arms were in a| and.contained,a remarkable quantit 
state of foreed pronation, and the | of serum in the four ventricles; w jek 
hands flexed. The fingers were closed. | appeared to, tind its way, when the hedy 
and during sleep the nails would | wasn the erect position, imo thew.er- 
woand ‘the skin, if the patient, had not | tebral capal. existence ofa; eal 
belore-hand taken the precaution of | de-sae formed by the, tuning 
putting his hands one in the other, so | noides, and. closing, the; fourth venin- 
that, the fingers should form a mutual | cle, could, not, be. discovered. ‘he 
support to each other at the time of | arachnoid covering of the ventricles 
Ph equtraction. was onaily distinguished, and. a lilte 


thea ‘“~*af power in the arms was | thickene 

The wam “neless, by great. pain Spine X vertebral, canal, was. 
complete; never... “““ some assist- | canefully  ipid: bare. ta ascertain whe- 
ant exertion, and Wie. || > ojaced | ther the spinal. snanrew. was,compress- 
ance, M. L,.cou:d, a pen beim, . ==.) ed mo cow jon, whatever, at) this 
between his fingers; pat bis signalsry Seg] simply curved in. the :dorsalre- 
to. a paper, bya kind, of locomotive or ac iged quentity of serum, ander 
power of nearly the whole- ara. - hnoid coat ; pia-mater cover - 


pectorales majorand minor were in 3 ing tha-eord, slrongty Tibet " 
Meso of persetam contraction, as we load. The. ‘. arte ey comer wia 








upper extremitie ; 
: -to deeidi@to what-degree | of the fourth pair cone 
= BBcalicte sosite lhe Talersos als |e re Tower, eit ‘of 


afin ‘hich _ se te the peared i 
pal Sirots the trunk.” it sr ae eer 
he 
e d6 
contributed to the continual difficulty { portion, were equally healthy; but 











between these two points, that is to 
the éxtent: of six or seven inehes com- 
prisea within the lower two-thirds of 
the cervieal, and the upper third, in- 
clusive of the dorsal regions, and cor- 
responding to sight or vine pair of 
nerves, the most remarkable a. 
apoes. were observed. The cord was 
50 extremely'soft here, that the canal 
fermed by the dura mater appeared 
tiled with a pure liquid, which moved 
parted a downwards, according to 
the direction in'-which the body was 
inelined, as far as the points where 
the cord'was healthy. A small punc- 
tare made in the dura immediately 
fs exit toa considerable quantity of 

uid. When this membrane was slit 
up,'tlie spinal marrow, of a reddish - 
grey’ colour, ‘aud very soft, was seen 
covered with its propér membrane ; 
and wher this was opened in the point 
where there was a’ sensible fluctua- 
tion, an almost colourless fluid’ oozed 


out, t with afew small flakes of 
Hillary matter. A longitudinal iv- 
cisiow was then freely made in this 


part of the spinal marrow, whieh pre- 
sented'an ed cavity filled with 
a-kind of reddish-grey flurd. contain- 
ing several- sanguineous capillary ves- 
peer ten and united b 

the minute cellular tissue of the cord. 

the.tefl side, for about an inch and 
a Half, some lenticular portions of me- 
dullary matter were the only traces 
evident of the existence of the cord ; 

‘these were placed one after-ano- 
ther iw the line of its usual direction. 
Phis-alteration was much less: appa- 
rent on examining the anterior part 
ofthe cord. The medullary filaments, 
cerrespending to the roots 
anterior spinal nerves, were apparent 
und eontinuons, exodpti left, 
whichwas altered aswe bave mentioned. 
An important eircumst is ‘that: the 
anterior roots had lost the meduilary 
matter, and were similar in appear- 
ance to the optic nerve ina state of 
atrophy. The posterior roots had on 
the cdntrary preserved their medul- 
lary matter up to their — torre 


membranes of t! co ry 
where else butin that part of the cord 
whieh bhad-‘undergone ions the 
anterior and posterior roots alike pre- 
served'the medu'lary substance. 
s of ail that part situated above 
the fourth cervical pair was healthy ; 
there the medullary substance “ 
edits whiteness and usual consistence, 
bat’ below he yt ges they suddenly 
‘the 


a spliwles tistiey infialed 
of a pale rose colour, 
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far as the sixth cervical 
there was a large cavity, 


r, where 
cs 


of which were merely formed by the 
covereas the cord: and its 


remains. ‘This disorganization cop- 
tinued till the fourth pair of do’ 
nerves, “here it terminated in the form 
of a cone in the medullary substance 
which with all its 
roperties. The eight inferior 
inches of this organ had undergone no 
change. Several nerves of the axillary 
plexus were dissected, but neither 
they, nor their ganglia, had undergone 
any change. 

Thoraz.—The lungs were adhering 
posteriorty to the pleura costalis. 
upper left lobe contained a few tuber- 
cles scattered here and there, peste- 
riorly it was gorged with zt 
right long presented the same 
and had the appearance of being hepa- 
tized, as.is found after chronic u- 
monia, and presented sevoral 
of tubercles in. a state of 
tion of which some of the cysts: were 
ossified. 

Abdomen.---Stomaeh rather large but 
healthy. Some portions of the small 
intestines of a deep red colour ; a few 
black spots situated on theiroutersur- 
face corresponding to smail ulcera- 
tions. of the mucous membrane. The 
other organs were healthy.” 


The interesting details con- 
tained in this case eompensate 
for its length; they are highly 
instructive and merit close atten- 
tion. M. O. has met in some 
eight or ten cases, with a gaseous 
fluid, colourless and inodorous 
under the membranes of the 
cord ; wheiher it was the result 
of a change that took place be- 
fore or after death he is not able 
to decide. 

Cu. VII. and VII.—/nflam- 
mation of the cord aud its cover- 
ings.—The last of these two 
affections is generally accompa- 
nied with a similar state of the 
membranes of the brain, The 
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symptoms which attend it are 
few, and uniform in their cha- 
racter; the patient always com- 
plains of acute pain down the 
back, which in some cases is 
constant, in others comes on at 
intervals, and there is a contrac- 
tion of the muscles in the neigh- 
bourhood of the affected part, 
which now and then exists to 
such a degree that the head 
and trunk are drawn backwards 
with, it ; convulsions, paralysis, 
and difficulty of respiration are 
also occasionally present ; but 
the two first symptoms are those 
characteristic of the disease. 
The antiphlogistic treatment 
must be adopted, and regulated 
aceording to the severity of the 
complaint, which, however, 1s 
frequently fatal. . The appear- 
ances observed in the part after 
death are a loaded state of the 
vessels of the pia mater and dura 
mater, sanguineous serous, or 
sero-purulent effusions, and 
flakes of lymph adhering to the 
arachnoid’ membrane. We re- 
peat that the coverings of the 
brain generally participate in 
the disease. 

Inflammation of the cord itself 
js attended with most of the 
symptoms of inflammation of ité 
coverings, and these vary accord- 
ing to the seat and severity of 
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the complaint. Besides the pain 
in the particular part inflamed, 
if the disease. be acute there will 
be the same effects preset, per- 
haps to a slighter degree, as we 
mentioned in injuries and com- 
pression of the cord. The same 
treatment in this complaint, as 
in the former, must be pursued, 
and the patient be kept im a 
state of absolute rest ; all motion 
inereases his sufferings. The 
morbid changes, produced by 
this disease, are an injection of 
the cord with red vessels, indu- 
ration, softening, and absorption 
of the organ. 

The twe concluding chapters 
treat of the morbid tissues deve- 
loped in the cord and its mem- 
branes, and the diseases which 
according to some authors de- 
pend on an alteration of these 
parts. We have dwelt so long 
on the other chapters that we 
must pass these over for the 
present in silence. We have 
presented our readers with what 
we conceive, to be the most in- 
structive part of the work, and 
hope that it may be the means 
of directing the attention of 
those, who have the opportunity, 
to a.class of affections, many of 
which have as yet been little 
benefitted by the remedies re- 
commended for-their relief. M, 
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OiriviER has given’ us sixty- 
five cases, ‘oF rather mére, illus-' 
trative of the different affections 
of the:spinal marrow; most of 
them had been’ published be- 
fore, bit being’ now collected 
into one point may. be referred 
to, without the troible of turn- 
ing over the leaves of some two 
or'threé score books. -The de- 
fett’ of the presént work'is, that 
too much has beén attempted, 

too many subjects considered, 

for each to seeure the attention 
it- deserves, In” giving’ this 
opinion, far be it from our wish 
to underrate the merits of this 
production ; the cases are valu- 
able-—the list of authorities re- 
ferred to is useful—the division 
and subdivision of the work are 
good, and the whole displays 
considerable zeal and industry ; 
batwe think that M.OLtivinr’s |} 
exertions would have been better 
directed, if instead of cursorily 
exumibing all the diseases of the 
spindly: marrow, he liad béstowed 
his‘time and talents on the con- 
sideration of a part. M. Orit} 
ven has, howevef, begun his 
professional career in’ a most 
praiseworthy manner, and: we 
will only sdy to Mim; matte tua 
virtite.. 
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LEPROSY. 


The following description of 
the species of leprosy commonly 
met with in India, is from the 
interesting work entitled— 
Sketches in India, written: by 
Mr. Hucerns, late an indigo 
planter im the district of Tirr- 
hoot :— 


“ & person attacked with the species 
of leprosy may prevalent in India is bloated 
in his face; bis ad,’ nese, lips, 
and ears swell outs his nostra ex- 

and ; his eyes a pear sunk and'‘very’ 

ery; tone of his voice is altered 
to aloud and somewhat — at 

noeraptions ap pear upon his y> 
but his skin is ward, itd, parched, and dry, 
haying! last its softness and 
moisture. About the shoulders he 
appears tight) and conttacted’; bis 

Knees are stiff and motions constrain 
pad Maced we be = oka. dried to 
in‘their stunted s 
as wholesome Barshhest, in his 
Hy is feetid, his pe n stop- 

or if a flows at is feak. and 
Miakine eomplains of excessive 
internal aT hoes, cannot bear exposure to 
the oo and is irregalar in his dis- 
the di ve organs po on 
er functions very impe 
there is a certain ou on oapael , 
his faculties, so to that his sensations of 
pleasure. and" pain are consid y 
impaired ; and lepers Sp tentaney kind <= 
no excessive age 
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may‘tieve i hadi i Wire although is gh they 
won. op) ion t zed with 
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i ty for them are ip.a great mea- 
— afaulled. After itveve. Ban ber 
symptems, when the disease 
— seeeeetiny the a fin 
aten away, and dro 
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at thé joints; his toes ae affecte 


sores break ca 
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concludéd’ our obser- 

sarong n the expansion of’bo- 
t in our rig ‘ndmber, 

we i by he in our ‘present, 
examine ‘anothet phénome- 
non, , sannerted “with ‘this sub- 
Ject,. equ ally valuable and’im- 
t in’ ehemicat operatibns. 

t is observed, as a geriéral 
fact, that, whetiever’’ “bodies 
e their state, or form, that 
of tem perature always 
telese plese For instante; ‘if'a 
body which exists, in the state 
of a liquid becomes chahged by 
certain. Gl umstafices to a_ solid, 
or if, on the  ithee hafd, @ bod 
which éxists in’ thé’sélid State, 
Heconiés changéd to a liquid, 
the ‘falante of bedt if both ca- 
‘ses is found to’ He disturbed!— 
th’ the’ first case it if given out 
from the  lidiiid’’ and’ “bétomnes 
sehsitle to’ otir pe ns, ‘in 
the hitter case it is uiiited with, 
or bsbtbdd"by- thé ‘solid’ body, 
a “at” ifitd ‘the’ Mate 
of ''a “Tigttid, “Bécories “Ttent 
or insensible, and = prodices 
the’ “effect called “ cold: ” 
cor the following law which 
acknowledged by chemitts of 
bind abentg day: Ad ‘bodies || é 


us 





jin consequen 
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SéTid;' and’ pitotluces’ 
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and all bodies passing. from a 
tea rarer state absorb 
caloric. 

‘The following e iments 
illustrate this law o “matter, 
a shews that heat is Iibérated 

apna er a body becomes ‘con- 
densed asses into’ a more 
molt form ; notwithstanding the 
8H stances: gant Sortéety gold the 
condensation, 
at the time they fay emplase led: 
the oil will’ i toom 


—Mix’ together “sul.” 
densed, ‘and Sree hess heat aber 


, or 


olive oil ; 


Teet “is produced ” Sy i ‘uixthig 
oil of vitriol” and water to- 
gether; jin this’ case alsé'a 
condensation ha appe pens : the sum 
df ‘the ‘two’ is” found’ “to” ‘be 
less after’ mixture than 
Nitric acid and oil Of tur) 
of mixture, will evolve rte 


heat’ to“inflame thé 
“The ‘Staking “Ot - Ait Ww 


familiar. ‘instance of the 

of we py jitedieed a 
chiiiké Of forni. °“In “this case 
thé ‘watér,; ‘which is in 4 lfqaia 
state’ When ‘first sdded* fo ‘the 
lime, stoh a ig Be ‘of 
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which fesults’ Lperre “tHe ‘mi 

as an’ effect’ of sdielasedcthelt 
Water with qnick-lime fotni#'an 
hydrate of Time, in’ Whicli’state 
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which lies’a gmail bit'sf hos 
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It is therefore necessary to be 
cautious, that no inflammable 
bodies be placed near quick- 
lime when kept in the Labora- 
tory ; or even in buildings under 
common circumstances, as water 
may accidentally come in con- 
tact with it and oceasion much 
mischief. As water produces 
the heat from changing its 
form when united with lime, 
it is obvious that wet inflamma- 
ble bodies are as likely to inflame 
as dry ones, and we have no 
doubt, judging from several cases 
that have fallen under our ob- 
servation, that fires have hap- 
pened from this cause. When 
dry plaister of Paris (Gypsum) 
is mixed with water, the whole 
seon becomes solid, and consi- 
derable heat is evolved. Take 
the salt called nitrate of copper, 
wet it and fold it up in a sheet 
of tin foil, pressing the whole 
well together; the water, in 
virtue of chemical affinity, will 
pass from the state of a liquid 
to a solid, and sufficient heat 
will be produced to ignite the 
tin foil, and presently occasion 
it to burst into flame. Liquid 
solution of salts, when sudden- 
ly erystalized, produce a good 
deal of heat. When gaseous 
bodies change their form, and 
pass to that of a liquid, or solid 
the same effects are observed. 
It is from this cause that the 
heat which is produced by our 
common fires is generated. In 
the of combustion a 

of the air of the. atmosphere 
ls. converted into a solid, by 
combining with the burning 

body, and therefore heat is con- 
pra given out as the process 
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tion at some length hereafter. 
It is found by experiment, that 
if a change of form is effected 
in bodies by mechanical causes, 
that the same results obtain, as 
if that change was brought 
about by chemical affinities. 
Hammering a piece of iron, for 
instance, will increase its tem- 
perature i consequence of the 
Operation forcing its particles 
closer together, and therefore 
contracting its dimensions. Iron 
may be madered hot by hammer- 
ing,a fact generally well known. 
Friction, which is a succession 
of percussion, produces heat, it is 
presumed in the same way. The 
air of our atmosphere, if strongly 
compressed in a condensing 
syringe, will give out sufficient 
heat to set amadou (an inflam- 
mable fungus) on fire. A con- 
densation of a portion of the air 
in the lungs, is said to produce 
animal heat: the truth of this 
we shall examine hereafter. 


HOSPITAL REPORTS. 


GUY’s HOSPITAL. 

Two operations were per- 
formed here on Tuesday last, 
by Mr. Key; one for single 
-+are-lip, and the other was for 
the removal of a fu from 
the right testicle of F. T. wt. 34. 
This man was admitted into the 
hospital on the 15th of Oct. last, 
having an exceedingly obstinate 
stricture of the urethra, situated 
immediately under the symphi- 
sis pubis; at the same time his 
testicles were very much swol- 
len, and very painful. He was 
in the hospital Petey weeks 
before a. paula passed 
through stricture ; this, 
aa a at length accom- 
plished by Mr. Key, but not 
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until after many unsuccess- 
ful attempts; indeed, 


ordinary extent. 
introduction 
the patient took four times a 
day, five grains of the soda ex- 
siccat in mint water—This me- 
dicine had an astonishing effect 
in diminishing the pain and ir- 
ritability of the urethra; and 
after having taken it, there was 
likewise invariably experienced 
less pain in making water: by 
continuing the use of the bougie 
and this medicine, the stricture 
was cured some weeks since. We 
have before stated that when this 
man was admitted he had, in 
addition to his stricture a swel- 
ling of both testicles; and in 
front of the body of the right, 
there could ‘be felt a trifling 
fluctuation ; this was afterwards 
found to have been pus, as it 
made its escape in consequence 
of the abscess breaking through 
the skin of the scrotum.— 
Out of the opening made by 
this abscess, there soon sprouted 
a fungus, dissimilar to fungus 
ho ; amatodes, not being of a ma- 
lignant character, entirely of a 
loeal nature, and in nineteen 
cases out of twenty, the result 
stricture. For a short time 
after its first appearance it was 
attempted to be cured by pres- 
sure, but this plan of treatment 
occasioned so much: irritation 
that it. was quickly relinquished. 
The salutio of arsenic was then 
tothe fapgas w Or ase 
ro) 

Pian the use 


Gersalcbais 
able sloughing fo 
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this is 
not surprising as the sfric- 
ture was particularly severe. — 
The urethra had a knotty feel 
for nearly the space of an inch, 
shewing that the infammatien 
which produced it was of no 
During the 
of the bougie, 
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of this remedy, and the excre- 


sence rapidly decreased ; subse- 
quently, however, it seemed that 
the arsenic had become ab- 
sorbed—as the patient had 
pains in his fimbs, tremu- 
lous motiens of the muscles, 
together with great uneasiness 
of the .chest, some difficulty of 
breathing, and severe patus in ~ 
the head: under these circum- 
stances, the arsenic was very 
prudently discontinued. 


The fungus now rapidly re- 
turned to its former size, and at 
the recommendation of Mr.Tra-, 
VERs’ pressure( by means of apad 
of lint and straps of adhesive 
plaster) was again tried. It 
succeeded remarkably well for 
about three weeks, and brought 
down the fungus to a level with 
the skin of the scrotum, but: 
beyond this barrier the enemy 
could not be driven, and there- 
fore this mode of attack, 
was ‘once more abandoned; 
there was no alternative but the 
extirpation of the tumour. by 
means of the operating knife. 
Having made a semi-circular 
incision on each side of the tu- 
mour, and causing the two, to 
meetaboye and:below, the knife 
was carried down to the baseof 
the fungus, which -was_ si- 
tuated on the tunica albuginia ; 
from this situation it was. 
carefully dissected’; the integu- . 
ments were then united by two 
ligatares, and the wound coyer- 
ed by straps of adhesive. plaster. 
Three small arteries .were se- 
cured, 
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may be reported as doing ex- 
tremely well: 
~The accidents admitted into 
this hospital in the course of 
the past week are: 

pril 2ist—H—— B—— 
injury to the, spine. 

A. H. fractured radius. 

R—— H——, etat 60, teta- 
nus, from a splinter of wood 
having lodged in the muscles 
between the metacarpal bones 
of the thumb and index finger. 

J. G. fractared leg. 

C€—— P=-— eompound frac- 
ture of the right leg, and simple 
ditto of the left. 

Aprib22.—J. C. fractured ribs. 

J. H. contusion of leg. 

23.—H. D. taken landanum. 

24th.—J. F. dislocated shoul- 
der. | 

H. H.-laceratioen of hand from | 
a mill. 

8. S. fractured thigh. 
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ed her bowels had not heen 
opened but that she had taken 
some castor oil—this proctred 
her two or three motions during 
the day; we also stated there 
was a slight oozing of matter 
from the lower part of the leg, 
shewing the commencement of 
suppnration ; this has continued 
to increase, and in the afternoon 
a few small vesicles appeared 
on the fore part of the foot, in 
consequence of which the dress- 
ing was slightly loosened in 
order to favour the return of 
blood; the tongue was dry, and 
brown; the pulse, small and 
quick, about 100; a saline draught 
with a small quantity of Tr: Op: 
was ordered every four hours. 
23rd.—Slept “a little last 
night, but altogether had a rest- 
less night; the tongue conti- 
nues dry and brown, the pulse 
small and quick; has had two 


25th.—J. H. fractured tibia | motions; the strapping with 


and fibula. 

B..€. tetanus from a slight 
laceration of the ring finger of 
the right hand. 

26.—C— R—Fractured fi- 
bula. 

27.—M--- R—Injury to knee 
from a fall. 

G— T—, Fractured fibula. 

G— V—, Fractured ribs. 

E— H—,Fractured arm. 

The. only cases of particular 
interest are the two cases of 
tetanus, and that of C--- P---, 
with compound fracture of one 
leg, and-a simple fraectare of the 
other.. ‘These cases shall be re- 
ferred: to in our next. 


ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL. 
April 2t. 
* Continuation of Fliz. Rai- 





" bade 


dressings were removed, and in 
consequence of the increased 
state of the suppurative process 
and the sloughy appearance of 
the wound, a piece of lint 
dipt in nitric acid lotion, was 
applied, and a poultice laid over 
it. She was ordered a small 
quantity of wine, and as gener- 
ous a diet as she could take. 

Wednesday, April 28th.—The 
above symptoms have continued 
to increase, and she has become 
gradually weaker. This day her 
tongue is very dry, brown, and 
cracked, her pulse is 90, and 


sinall; her bowels have not 
been open since Monday. ay 


Romy Soe 
James Woop, etat. 64, a 
gardener, of regular habits, was 





attacked about three months 


| since with sudden sto of 


she Vaud 


cn, from 149, vet. 3. 
opie OE cur jst we eta his water;the urine appeared of a 
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formed by Mr. Tyrret.. The 
instruments uséd were the com- 
mon staff, and, beaked knife 
(as in the other case). 

Since the operation, the bey 
has not had a single unfayoura- 
ble symptom,—This stone was 
extracted. in a little more than 
a minute. 











yellow colour: with pains in, 
the fore part of the abdomen, 
and at the end of the penis.— 
These symptoms continued to 
increase, and he was admitted 
into the hospital on tbe 8th of 
April. On the day after his ad- 
mission, four small calculi were 
extracted ftom the uretifa, and 
on further examination a calcu- 
lus was distinctly felt in. the 
bladder. On the 23d he was 
submitted to the operation of li- 
thotomy, which was performed. 
by Mr. Tyrreci, with the 
common staff and knife.— 
In consequence of the extreme 
softness of the calculus, and the 
enlargement of the third lobe of 
the prostate gland, which at 
first offered, some obstruction, 
to the operation it was extract- 
ed by piece-meal. 

Wednesday, April 28.—Since 
the operation, he has taken 3 iv. 










Tuomas Cuipp, etat. 16, was 
admitted into this hospital with 
a fracture of the external con- 
dyle of the. humerus, with con- 
siderable contusion of the soft 
parts. He has had an evapora- 
ting lotion applied, and the in- 
flammation has much subsided. 

EpWARD PICKERING, | the 
man with the injury. of the 
elbow joint, is much better ; 
the inflammation has nearly dis- 
appeared. 













of wine a day, and a saline 
mixture, and has been doing 
well ‘till last night, when he 
had a slight hemorrhage from 
the wound, which was sup- 
pressed by a piece of lint; it 
again returned this afternoon, 
and was_ checked as before. He 
has been ordered. 3viii. of 
wine daily. 

29th.—Last night was a better 
night; has had no more bleed- 
ing, and is altogether improved 
this, morning, 

Ricuanp Srévens et. four 
years, Was admitted into this hos- 
pital on the 16th April.—Had 
great pain aftec making water, 
and in fact all the symptoms of 
stone, which, he has. bad more 
than a-year, On soanding him 
a calculus was readily felt ; 


tnd. o@ the 2rd of. prit the 
operation of 


tithiotonsy: wen pero 


Jacos,MiLLs, wtat. 70, was 
admitted intc the hospital, with 
a fracture of the. os femoris, 
through the troecanter major. 
He bas Amyspury’s splints,ap- 
plied ; and seems io. be doing 


well. 


ST. 





BARTHOLOMEW’S 
HOSPIPAL. 
Robert Smith, a labourer, 
was admitted Wednesday April 
28th with a compound fracture 
of the left os humeri; it was at 
the inferior extremity. of the 
bone; the fracture was an ob- 
lique one, and caused a se 
tion of the external condyle, A 
fall from. a scaffold was... the 
cause of the injury. The arm 
was placed in a semi flex posi- 
tion. with the. hand Lag ee 
Splints. were applied by 


see ae 
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patient a dose of house medi- 
cine. 


‘29th.—Has had three mo- 
tions ; tongue dry and brown; 
pulse 94, small and weak ; 
thirsty. {> ( Tngh 15 0 

No other accidents of impor- 
tance have been admitted here 
this week, nor have any opera- 
tions been performed. 


MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL. 


na 








Continuation of the case of 
Joun ANGEL.—Page 120. 
April 22.—No material alter- 

ation has occurred in this boy’s 

ease. His pulse is 70,- quick 
and weak. His bowels are re- 
gular, and his appetite is ex- 
tremely pressing. Tongue clean 
and’skin of the natural tempe- 
rature, which is equally diffused 
over both sides. Has no pain | 
in the head. ‘Phe motive powers | 
of the ‘left side are, however, | 
still suspended. | 

23.—In every respect the | 





same as yesterday. Calomel and | 


antimony as before. 
- 94. Te-day he has, 


in some | 
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hardly be accounted extrava- 
gant, or unbecoming his tender 
years. 

27.—He has now, in a great 
measure, regained the use of his 
side, and can walk about the 
ward with but little assistance. 
—Calomel and antimony conti- 
nued 


Continuation of the case of 
Henry Couiins.* 

April 22.-- To-day he is per- 
fectly sensible ; pulse weak, 85 ; 
bowels open twice since yester- 
day ; skin rather hot and dry ; 
complains of pain at the vertex 
of the head; tongue clean, Sa- 
line draughts, and calomel and 
antimony as before. 

24.—Bowels regular; appe- 
tite good ; tongue covered with 
a whitish fur; skia rather hot ; 
no pain in the head ; pulse 120, 
and very weak. 

25.—No particular alteration ; 
the same medicines continued. 

26.—Bowels regular; appe- 
tite extremely good ; skin rather 
hot, which may be accounted 
for in part, by his sitting a long 





degree, recovered the use ofthe | time before the fire.” Says he 


affected lex ; and partially also 
thatof his arm. Pulse 70—bow- 
els regular; appetite good. 
‘26.—He can now move both 
the arm and ‘leg with tolerable 
facility. His bowels are regular 
and his appetite extremely good. 
Has no pain in the bead, and the 
disposition to sleep has materi- 
ally diminished. ‘The affection 
of the left corner of the mouth 
andeye has at the same time 
disappeared. His pulse is rather 
filler than yesterday, and his 
ypearance ar poe is very 
ising. His spirits are good, 


and 
‘puerile cen- 


iy’ 





| has no pain in. the head; pulse 
about 100, weak and inelastic. 
| 27.— Does not appear to suffer 
, much from the accident at pre- 
sent ; his appetite is very good, 
and his bowels are open twice 
in the twenty-four hours; his 
pulse, however, is still quick 
and weak, and his skin rather 
above the natural temperature ; 
tongue clean. ~ 

Saline draughts, &c. as be- 
fore. 

On the 2Ist another boy was 
admitted, suffering under con- 


* The name-and age of the patient 
were inadvertently . ted: 
last numbers page 130. — 
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cussion produced by a fall from 
a horse. His symptoms were 
very analagous to those we have 
given already in the history of 
the preceding case, from which 
the only difference in the pre- 
sent instance was the existence 
of two slight wounds of the 
scalp. The treatment has con- 
sisted of venesection, the appli- 
cation of cold epithems to the 
scalp, the exhibition on his 
first admission of house medicine 
to evacuate the bowels, and the 
subsequent employment of saline 
draughts, with calomel and an- 
timony, as in the case we have 
just deseribed. He is doing 
well. 

27.—A very serious ease of 
injury to the cranium, with fraec- 
ture and depression of the fron- 
tal bone was yesterday ad- 
mitted, the particulars of which 
we will give in our next number. 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL 
April, 1824. 

Saturday 25. This day a soft 
fungus excrescence, situated 
near the outer angle of the eye, 
but not including it, and about 
four inches in diameter, was re- 
moved by Mr. Lynn, from the 
temple of Joun Donanovucu, 
aged 65. 

The patient stated that this 
exeresence bad originated from 
a wart about two years ago, that 
withia the last twelve months 
it had rapidly increased, and 
often bled profusely; it had 
none of that gristly or cartilagi- 
nous substance so frequently ob- 
’’ served in schirrous productions. 
- The margin of the fungus was 
reflected kwards, and con- 
cealed its neck in all its circum- 
ference, and leaving skin lying 
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beneath it entirely free from 
excoriation: hence it may be 
inferred that the secretions from 
the surface were notacrimonious, 
and another proof of the absence 
of vicious humour, was the to- 
tal freedom of the adjacent 
glands from enlargement or 
pain. It was deemed expedient 
to extirpate this fungous tumour 
under the hope that the removal 
of its root might prevent its re- 
production, or, if that should 
fail, that so much of the diseased 
structure might be prevented 
from any longer incommoding 
the patient by its existence. 

Mr. Lynn made a circular 
incision round the base of the 
tumour, at the first stroke of 
which, the superior superficial 
branch of the temporal artery 
was wounded, and a considera- 
ble gush of blood immediately 
followed ; an assistant however 
restrained this in some measure, 
and the operation proceeded 
without difficulty. 

In the dissection of the tu- 
mour, and its capsule, several 
other branches of the temporal 
artery were also cut throagh, 
some of them rather large ones, 
and three or four of these, as 
well as the one mentioned 





above, were secured by ligatures. 
The surface of the wound after 





the operation, although the 
incision was made close round 
the neck of the tumour, was 
aboyt as large as the diameter 
of the largest part of the tumour 
itself; owing to the retraction 
of the integument when cut 
through. 

The operation, which was 
borne heroically, lasted, from 





its commencement to the period 
of its completion, about five 
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